
OUTSTANDING TREE ADVOCACY GROUP –
GREENSCAPE OF JACKSONVILLE, INC.
The Outstanding Tree Advocacy Group
award recognizes an organization that

OUTSTANDING INDIVIDUAL – ANNA DOOLEY
The Outstanding Individual award recog-
nizes an individual who is instrumental in
organizing or motivating urban forestry
activities within a community. Anna
Dooley is a woman who is both highly
organized and intensively motivated, and
who cares deeply for trees and her com-
munity. Since 1997, she has been
Executive Director of Greenscape of
Jacksonville; she is also the current Chair
of the Keep Jacksonville Beautiful
Commission. She brings enthusiasm and
focus to any project she works on. And
when it comes to tree projects, she is not
afraid to think big, and to think the
unthinkable. To celebrate Arbor Day this
year, she helped plan an outrageous
event, The Great Greenscape Tree
Giveaway, which gave away 20,000 trees
in one morning—actually in only one-
hour and fifteen minutes! This program
was also sentimental in that it was meant
to replace the aging “Liberty Oaks” that
had been given away and planted
throughout the City of Jacksonville at the
end of World War II. Leader, motivator,
teacher, optimist, visionary, and fearless –
are all words that describe Anna Dooley.
She has set an example for all of us to
follow.

OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL –
HOWARD JEFFRIES

The Outstanding
Professional
award recog-
nizes a profes-
sional individual
for his or her
contribution to
urban forestry
activities and

arboricultural practices. Howard Jeffries
recently retired after more than 35 years
of working in the horticultural field. He
began his career as a “horticulturist in
training” with the National Park Service,
and then served in the U.S. Air Force in
Thule, Greenland, where he helped build
a golf course, served as the Base
Beautification Officer for a while, and
eventually became Chief of Operations
and Maintenance. There, he also earned
the nickname, “Mr. Green Thumb of the
Artic.” He then moved on to a V.A. hos-
pital in Oregon, where he created a horti-
culture therapy and rehabilitation pro-
gram that has now been adopted by many
other V.A. hospitals across the country.
In 1981, he began working for the City of
Sanford as Parks and Grounds Manager.
Over the course of 22 years in Sanford,
he developed 16 new parks, upgraded
others, initiated a street tree planting pro-
gram and established the largest Famous
and Historic Tree Grove in Florida. In
2003, he moved on to the City of
Leesburg, where he initiated a city-wide
tree survey and established a city nursery
and community garden. In addition to his
accomplishments, he found time to serve
on the executive boards of the Florida
Urban Forestry Council and the Florida
Institute of Park Personnel, and has been
president of both.
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A Tree Is a Terrible Thing to Waste

Every month, I look at many new landscape installations. Have
you noticed how much better the quality of the trees has
become? The trees that are planted in my new county Extension
Office are undeniably number ones, which is amazing consider-
ing it is a low bid project. I see high quality trees in median
plantings, office buildings and residential landscapes. Even the
trees that I have seen in giveaways seem to be a better quality.
This is such a good thing! When the Department of Agriculture

and Consumer Services updated the Florida Grades and Standards in 1998 and all the
classes and articles began to teach growers how to create a quality tree, who would
have thought that it would take just 9 years to make such a positive change? Certainly
not me!

Research shows that better grades of trees will require less pruning after planting, and
they will establish more quickly. Trees that have been properly trained and pruned in the
nursery to develop good structure are more resistant to damage from winds and other
outside forces. We have made such great strides with planting quality trees, but we still
have a huge educational job ahead of us--to promote the proper establishment and
maintenance of these Florida #1 or better trees. In my new office landscape, 6 out of 40
(15%) of the trees are declining. Dr. Ed Gilman’s research shows that the number one

thing that we can do to guarantee
that trees establish is to water them.
Since my office trees have not been
planted very long, I am going to
assume that they didn’t receive the
irrigation that they needed. (I bet
that in some instances, you are frus-
trated like me in that you don’t have
control over the irrigation.) The
trees will most likely be replaced,
but isn’t a tree a terrible thing to
waste? I feel sad looking at these
new landscapes and seeing Florida
#1 trees decline simply because they
didn’t get the water they needed to
survive.

This is an excerpt from a recent
Marshall Tree Farm E-Newsletter:

“Tree Establishment, Irrigation and Water Restrictions are all topics that are extremely
important to landscape professionals. During dry periods or the hottest months of the
year like July and August, it becomes an issue that needs even closer attention. Large
caliper trees take at least one year to establish in the landscape. During this time peri-
od they need additional irrigation to survive and thrive in the landscape. It is important
to have an irrigation system in place during tree establishment, but it is equally impor-
tant to know how much water trees need and measure to make sure they are receiving
enough. The University of Florida has done research over the years which tells us both
the amount to water as well as the frequency for establishing trees that thrive in the
landscape. It can be found at http://hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody/irrigation.html.”

We can never stop promoting the planting of Florida #1 or better trees. But, we now
have to work on getting trees watered until they are established. Maybe one day I will
be writing an article about the low percentage rate of trees lost on new installations and
we can move on to tree training and pruning. It happened in less than ten years for the
grades and standards…… so who knows!

Celeste White

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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Celeste White

has actively encouraged or implemented
exceptional landscape beautification, tree
planting, and related public educational
programs within their community.
Greenscape of Jacksonville was founded
in 1975 by two women interested in
planting trees in downtown Jacksonville.
Those trees were the first of over 180,000
trees that this volunteer-driven organiza-
tion has added to the canopy of their city.
To ensure that all of these trees are being
cared for, Greenscape meets with the
stakeholders beforehand to plan the
design, installation and continued mainte-
nance of their entire tree planting proj-
ects. Recently, this group was challenged
to reach beyond their role as a tree advo-
cate to promote literacy in Jacksonville’s
schools. Seizing upon this opportunity,
Greenscape has proposed donating 590
copies of “Marcie, the Marvelous Tree”
to all of the third grade classrooms in the
city. In addition, an educational CD enti-
tled “How Trees Work: A Guide to Trees
in Your Community” was donated to all
of the fifth grade classrooms in Duval
County.

OUTSTANDING URBAN FORESTRY PROGRAM
– SARASOTA COUNTY
The Outstanding Urban Forestry Program
award recognizes a local government or
organization that provides exemplary
leadership and vision to a comprehensive
urban forestry program. Sarasota County
has a well-established program, which
focuses on the urban forest as “Green
Infrastructure” and seeks to maximize the
return of the social, economic, and envi-
ronmental benefits of its trees. To date,
they have implemented more than 70
street tree projects and more than 40
neighborhood tree planting projects. In
addition, they maintain more than 60 cer-
tified canopy roads throughout the coun-
ty. In the past year, they have developed
numerous audio visual presentations and
hands-on educational programs, including
“The Role of an Urban Forest in
Watershed Management,” “Walking
Small: Reducing your Ecological
Footprint…,” and “Dollars and Sense of
the Urban Forest.” They are currently

continued from page 1
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supporter of Trees Florida, the Florida
Urban Forestry Council, the Florida
Chapter ISA, and FNGLA. After more
than 40 years in the industry, Jim is not
only known for growing quality trees, but
also for being very generous when it
comes to sponsoring seminars and con-
ferences put on by these organizations to
help educate professionals in our field.
Marshall Tree Farm was established in
1984, when Jim, with the help of his fam-
ily, planted the first ten acres in
Morriston. Even then, his goal was to
produce the best tree possible. Jim drew
upon his educational background from
the University of Florida, as well as his
own practical experience, to pursue his
desire to offer consumers a quality, hard-
ened-off, field-grown tree. Now with
over 400 acres and 50 employees, Jim is
one of the most well-respected individu-
als in the industry--a man of integrity,
determination and generosity.

2006 FLORIDA TREE CITY OF THE YEAR –
CITY OF EUSTIS
The Florida Tree City of the Year award
is selected from all of the cities recog-
nized as a Tree City USA and as a Tree
City USA Growth Award in the State of
Florida. The City of Eustis has been a
Tree City USA for 15 consecutive years
and has received the Growth Award 14
years, which qualifies them to receive the
Sterling Tree City USA award. In 2006,
the City of Eustis submitted a growth
award application that included a number
of activities in all four categories. Some

were initiated for the first time and others
had been significantly improved upon
during the past year. They included pub-
lic education, worker training, a new tree
inventory, and a computerized tree man-
agement system. The City is particularly
proud of their policy which requires that
two replacement trees be planted for
every tree that is removed. Often times,
in the case of narrow streets, these
replacement trees are planted on the adja-
cent private property, and historically the
owners take very good care of them.
This is further evidence of the citizen
support that the City has for its tree pro-
gram.

developing a fully-animated interactive
forestry website for children (ages 5-9),
entitled “Forestopia.”

OUTSTANDING PROJECT – VERANDAH BY
BONITA BAY GROUP
The Outstanding Project award recog-
nizes a residential or commercial project
that demonstrates tree preservation, tree
planting, tree maintenance or environ-
mentally-sound planning and design.
Bonita Bay Group was certified as
Florida’s First Green Land Development
by the Florida Green Building Coalition
and also received the Florida Realtor
Association’s 2006 Environmental
(ENVY) Award. Before developing its
Verandah Community, the Bonita Bay
Group conducted an extensive inventory
of the site’s natural attributes, historic
features, and its existing trees, including
several hammocks of large live oaks,
some of them nearly 100 years old.
Then, their planners designed the neigh-
borhoods, streets, and infrastructure to
impact as few of those trees as possible.
Instead of building a traditional,
grandiose clubhouse, they devised a
“River Village” concept of smaller build-
ings nestled among the trees. Of course,
some trees were ultimately impacted by
development. So, Bonita Bay Group
teamed up with O’Donnell Landscapes to
relocate more than 120 oak trees and
1,200 sabal palms on the site. By
respecting the land and making a com-
mitment to preserve the property’s trees,
Bonita Bay Group has created a timeless
look, one that appears much older and
established than its four years.

EDWARD W. BOK AWARD –
JAMES MARSHALL, SR.
The Edward W. Bok award recognizes
career-long distinguished service and
dedication to the advancement of arbori-
culture. Jim Marshall, Sr., Marshall Tree
Farm, has been a long time friend and

AND THE SURVEY SAYS
ANNOUNCING A NEW

NEWSLETTER ELEMENT!!!!

The Florida Urban Forestry Council will
be asking a question in each quarterly
edition of the newsletter. Let us know
your answers and we will compile them
to share with our readers in the follow-
ing issue. This is another way we learn
with and from each other.

Our first question is:What is your
biggest obstacle regarding street trees?
Please provide your answer via e-mail to
Laura Sanagorski at LSanagorski@
deerfield-beach.com. We will compile
your results and publish them in the next
issue.
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FERTILIZATION OF RED MAPLE (ACER
RUBRUM) AND LITTLELEAF LINDEN (TILIA
CORDATA) TREES AT RECOMMENDED RATES
DOES NOT AID TREE ESTABLISHMENT
Dr. Susan Day and Dr. Roger Harris

Landscape trees typically grow slowly for
several years after transplanting. We
investigated whether fertilization could
speed tree growth during this establish-
ment period, which fertilization regimes
were most effective, and whether fertiliza-
tion interacted with irrigation. Fifty-four
each of landscape size, balled-and-
burlapped red maple (Acer rubrum) and
littleleaf linden (Tilia cordata) were plant-
ed into a relatively infertile siltloam soil
and were either fertilized (3 lb N/per
1,000 ft2) each spring (either including or
not including at planting), each fall, or not
fertilized. Each of these fertilizer regimes
was either irrigated or not irrigated during
three years. An additional treatment of an
unirrigated, split (spring/fall) fertilizer
application was included. There was no
evidence that fertilization affected irrigat-
ed trees differently than unirrigated trees.
Overall, fertilization did not speed estab-
lishment and did not affect trunk growth,
shoot extension, or leaf nitrogen content.
There was no evidence that fall fertiliza-
tion might be more effective than spring
fertilization. There was no indication that
fertilized trees suffered increased drought
stress. Nitrogen rates and factors affect-
ing fertilizer uptake are discussed.
(Arboriculture & Urban Forestry, March
2007)

POOR SURVIVAL AND CIRCLING ROOTS
FOLLOWING DEEP PLANTING

Considerable efforts are underway cur-
rently to assess the adverse consequences
resulting from deep planting of woody
plants. With increasing documentation of
such consequences, the landscapers’ prob-
lem might end up as a financial one, due
to being sued for improper installation of
trees and shrubs. In some local surveys,
more than three-quarters of transplanted
trees were found to have their root collars
(indicating the nursery ground line)
buried at least a couple of inches below-
ground.

Experiments conducted by Clemson
University and Bartlett Tree Research
Laboratory researchers have confirmed

anecdotal reports that deep planting can
reduce tree survival: half of Yoshino
cherry (Prunus × yedoensis) trees plant-
ed 6” or 12” deeper than they had
grown in the nursery had died by two
years following transplanting, while all
trees planted at the same depth as in the
nursery survived. The experiments also
confirmed reports that the development
of circling/girdling roots sometimes fol-
lows deep planting. Three years follow-
ing transplanting, red maples (Acer
rubrum) planted 6” deeper than in the
nursery averaged 48% of the trunk cir-
cumference encircled by roots and red
maples planted 12” deeper than in the

nursery averaged 71% of the trunk cir-
cumference encircled, whereas red
maples planted at the same depth as in
the nursery averaged only 14% of the
trunk circumference encircled. The
extent to which the circling roots appar-
ently fostered by deep planting ultimate-
ly cause injuries to the trees will only
become known as the experimental
observations continue in the future.
(Arboriculture & Urban Forestry,
November 2006)

IMPACT OF RED MAPLE ROOT BALL SLICING
AT PLANTING ON GROWTH IN THE
LANDSCAPE

Objective: Determine the impact of slicing
the root ball at planting on root defects,
top growth, and root generation follow-
ing planting.

What we did: In December 2003, fifteen
#25 red maple trees were planted into
the landscape. Seven trees were root
pruned by cutting 2” deep into the side
of the root ball in 5 equidistant places
from the top of the root ball to the bot-
tom. Eight trees were not root pruned.
Trees were fertilized twice in 2004 with

362g of 16-4-8, and twice in 2005 and
2006 with 724g of 16-4-8. Caliper and
height were measured in October 2005
and September 2006.

What we found as of 2006: Root pruning at
planting appeared to reduce circling roots
(data not shown). There were no caliper
or height differences two years after
pruning between trees with pruned roots
and those not root pruned at planting
(Table 1). These results suggest that root
slicing the outside surface of the root ball
at planting for the purpose of eliminating
circling roots does not affect growth in
maples after planting.

What’s next: We will excavate all the trees
this winter to evaluate the impact of root
pruning at planting on root growth into
landscape soil. We are particularly inter-
ested to see if pruning roots at planting
will reduce the circling root defects. We
also plan to measure the force required to
pull trees over to evaluate stability in the
soil.

Conclusion: Root pruning the outside sur-
face of the root ball at planting for the
purpose of reducing root circling defects
does not stress maple trees nor reduce
growth in the first two years after plant-
ing. Slicing root balls at planting is rec-
ommended to reduce likelihood of cir-
cling roots becoming a problem later.
(Great Southern Tree Conference
Summary, 2006)

RESEARCH UPDATES...RESEARCH YOU CAN USE

Table 1.

2005 and 2006 trunk caliper and trunk height of #25 maples planted into the landscape with
and without root slicing at planting.

2005 2005 2006 2006
Treatment caliper (in) height (ft) caliper (in) height (ft)

Root sliced 4.42 21.77 5.21 24.7
Not root sliced 4.52 21.85 5.26 25.04



wanewane30003000.com.com
12312 Sunriver Lane • Dade City, FL 33524 • 813-961-106012312 Sunriver Lane • Dade City, FL 33524 • 813-961-1060

TREE FEEDER SYSTEMTREE FEEDER SYSTEM

wane3000.com
12312 Sunriver Lane • Dade City, FL 33524 • 813-961-1060

Eliminate Turf Blocks.Eliminate Turf Blocks.
Use the WANE Tree SystemUse the WANE Tree System

at half the cost with better results.at half the cost with better results.

Eliminate Turf Blocks.
Use the WANE Tree System

at half the cost with better results.
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trying to maneuver around
a turf block system)

• Available in different
colors

5



ARTICLES WANTED
The Florida Urban Forestry Council
would like to share information on what
is going on throughout the state in our
newsletters. We would like to receive
articles on any aspect of our field.
Article ideas may include, but are not
limited to, the following:

� New trends in the industry
� News about tree advocacy groups
� Solutions to common problems in your
typical workday

� Childrens’ poems, drawings, favorite
quotes

� Volunteer projects
� Favorite or new websites
� Ideas on working with the public
� City tree programs

Please share what is going on in your
corner of the state so that we can learn
from each other. This is YOUR newslet-
ter—it is not only a great way to share
information, but a way to show off our
accomplishments and successes. Articles
can be sent to Laura Sanagorski at
LSanagorski@deerfield-beach.com.

Thanks for contributing!

FLORIDA URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL SUPPORTS
ENVIROTHON 2007
Submitted by: Ruth Hamberg, ASLA

Florida Envirothon was held April 14,
2007 at Jonathan Dickinson State Park.
The St. Lucie County team from John
Carroll High School, “The Sumatrian
Rhinoscerii,” won for the second time in
a row! This annual event attracts 130-
plus high school students from all over
the state. The event is the state “finals”
competition for teams that won their
respective regional events. The 2007
winners will represent the State of
Florida at the Canon National Envirothon
to be held July 29 thru August 4 at
Hobert & William Smith Colleges in
Geneva, New York.

The Florida Envirothon is a problem-
solving, natural resource education pro-
gram for high school students. It is a
field-oriented program in which students,
working in teams of five, learn to use
critical thinking skills, work as a team,
and develop problem-solving and com-
munications skills to answer written
questions or con-
duct hands-on
investigations about
environmental
issues. The program
focuses on the five
areas of study:
Aquatic Ecology,
Forestry, Soils/Land
Use, Wildlife, and
Current
Environmental

Issues.” The result--more youth educat-
ed and interested in the environment.

The Envirothon began in Pennsylvania in
1979. Three Soil and Water
Conservation Districts held a local com-
petition and dubbed the event the
“Environmental Olympics.” Since then,
this program has been adopted in over 50
states and providences. Since 1993, the
Florida Envirothon has involved more
that 28,500 students and 6,000 volun-
teers.

The FUFC Executive Committee voted
to donate $500.00 plus “Right Tree Right
Place” posters and temporary tattoos to
support the 2007 State level Florida
Envirothon. One of the goals of the
FUFC is to educate Florida youth about
trees and urban forestry. The FUFC is
proud of supporting a fun, environmental
education event. Another goal of the
FUFC is promoting our organization to

the public, which
we achieved as an
event sponsor. The
FUFC’s logo was
on event informa-
tion and the T-shirt.
It would be
extremely positive
to continue to sup-
port this event
annually.
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UNEP LAUNCHES CAMPAIGN TO PLANT A BILLION TREES
Wangari Maathai, Prince of Monaco and Agroforestry Experts Back Global Down-to-Earth Action to Combat Climate Change

Nairobi, 8 November 2006 –The vital
importance of voluntary collective action
in the fight against climate change is
spotlighted today with the launch of a
new campaign to plant a billion trees.
The Plant for the Planet: Billion Tree
Campaign, coordinated by the United
Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP), will encourage all sectors of
society—from the concerned citizen to
the philanthropic corporation--to take
small but practical steps to combat what
is probably the key challenge of the 21st
century. The campaign, backed by Nobel
Peace Prize laureate and Green Belt
Movement activist Professor Wangari
Maathai, His Serene Highness Albert II,
Sovereign Prince of Monaco and the
World Agroforestry Centre-ICRAF, was
unveiled at the annual climate change
convention conference taking place in
Nairobi. Achim Steiner, United Nations
Under-Secretary-General and Executive
Director of UNEP said:
“Intergovernmental talks on addressing
climate change can often be difficult,
protracted and sometimes frustrating,
especially for those looking on, but we
cannot and must not lose heart.”

“Meanwhile, action does not need to be
confined to the corridors of the negotia-
tion halls. The campaign, which aims to
plant a minimum of one billion trees in
2007, offers a direct and straight forward
path down which all sectors of society
can step to contribute to meeting the cli-
mate change challenge,” he added. “In
re-creating lost forests and developing
new ones, we can also address other con-
cerns including loss of biodiversity,
improving water availability, stemming
desertification and reducing erosion,”
said Mr Steiner. Professor Maathai said:
“When we are planting trees sometimes
people will say to me, ‘I don’t want to
plant this tree, because it will not grow
fast enough.’ I have to keep reminding
them that the trees they are cutting today
were not planted by them, but by those
who came before. So they must plant the
trees that will benefit communities in the
future.” Mr Steiner added: “The Billion
Tree Campaign is but an acorn, but it can
also be practically and symbolically a
significant expression of our common
determination to make a difference in

7

developing and developed countries
alike.”

“We have but a short time to avert serious
climate change. We need action. We need
to plant trees alongside
other concrete community-
minded actions and in
doing so, send a signal to
the corridors of political
power across the globe that
the watching and waiting is over--that
countering climate change can take root
via one billion small but significant acts
in our gardens, parks, countryside and
rural areas,” said Mr Steiner.

Other actions include people driving less,
switching off lights in empty rooms and
turning off electrical appliances rather
than leaving them on standby. If everyone
in the United Kingdom switched off
rather than left TV sets and other appli-
ances on standby, it would save enough
electricity to power close to three million
homes for a year, according to some esti-
mates. The idea for Plant for the Planet:
The Billion Tree Campaign was inspired
by Professor Maathai who, along with the
Prince, is co-patron of the new initiative.
When a corporate group in the United
States told Professor Maathai it was plan-
ning to plant a million trees, her response
was: “That’s great, but what we really
need is to plant a billion trees.”

His Serene Highness Albert II, said: “I
am particularly honoured to be associated
with the founder, Professor Wangari
Maathai, whose involvement in the
process of reforestation has been, and
continues to be, inspirational. To plant a
tree for future generations is a simple
gesture, yet a strong symbol of sustain-
able development.” Under the Plant for
the Planet: Billion Tree Campaign, people
and entities from around the world are
encouraged to enter pledges on a web site
(www.unep.org/billiontreecampaign).
The campaign is open to all--individuals,
children and youth groups, schools, com-
munity groups, non-governmental organi-
zations, farmers, private sector organiza-
tions, local authorities, and national gov-
ernments. Each pledge can be anything
from a single tree to 10 million trees.
The Plant for the Planet: Billion Tree
Campaign encourages the planting of

indigenous trees and trees that are appro-
priate to the local environment, with mix-
tures of species preferred over other
options.

The campaign identifies
four key areas for plant-
ing: degraded natural
forests and wilderness
areas; farms and rural
landscapes; sustainably-

managed plantations; and urban environ-
ments, but it can also begin with a single
tree in a back garden. Advice on tree
planting will be made available via the
website, as well as information about
reforestation and other tree-related issues,
including links to appropriate partner
organizations best equipped to give local-
ly tailored advice, such as the World
Agroforestry Centre-ICRAF.
Dennis Garrity, ICRAF Director General
said: “The Plant for the Planet: Billion
Tree Campaign is a superb initiative by
UNEP to link people, trees and the envi-
ronment. Planting trees is great, although
using appropriate scientific knowledge to
plant the right tree in the right place is
even greater. The 500 million smallholder
farmers in the tropics stand to benefit
tremendously from the greater recogni-
tion, appreciation and promotion of the
right trees in the right places, so that such
trees may transform both lives and land-
scapes.”

The responsibility for tree planting will
lie with the person or organization mak-
ing the pledge via the campaign website.
All contributing participants to the
Billion Tree Campaign will receive a cer-
tificate of involvement. They will be
encouraged to follow up via the website
so UNEP can verify that the trees have
survived, in partnership with recognized
certification mechanisms. The website
will record the ongoing tally of pledges,
and also publish photos and accounts
from registered campaign members of
what they have achieved.

For information about the Billion Tree
Campaign and how to join, please see:
http://www.unep.org/billiontreecampaign.

“We have but a short time
to avert serious climate
change. We need action.”
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Where the Pinellas Trail intersects Main
Street in Dunedin, a venerable oak tree
stands watch, arching its giant limbs
above the trail. Its roots lie buried under
asphalt paving and a strip mall’s concrete
foundation.

Paving around a tree was once a death
sentence. Some trees succumbed swiftly,
others lingered, but premature death was
inevitable. For trees to live, their roots
must breathe. They
must take in oxygen
and expel carbon
dioxide. Paving
deprives the roots of
this critical exchange
of gases at the interface of the soil sur-
face.

In October 2006, the City of Dunedin
invested in its landmark tree. It installed
W.A.N.E. 3000 Tree Feeder units, which
allow the tree’s roots to breathe and to
get water and nutrients, although they lie
beneath asphalt. I invented the units,
called W.A.N.E. for Water-Air-Nutrient-
Exchange, in 1971. They were the first
aeration devices aimed at keeping trees
alive in the urban hardscape.

During the Dunedin installation, the city’s
employees were trained in the techniques
required to layout, install and service the
units. Proper technique is necessary for
an effect result; yet, it can be taught in
one session.

Each unit has a cylindrical housing that is
inserted through the pavement and into

the soil below. Its perforated lid, which
sits flush with the pavement, allows air
and water to enter the soil and carbon
dioxide to be expelled. Slow-release fer-
tilizer inside the filter provides nutrients
to the roots. The number of units
installed around the circumference
depends upon the tree’s size and condi-
tion. The perforated lids can be pulled
off the units periodically to remove any
accumulated debris, which maximizes

the amount of oxygen
getting through to the
tree’s roots.
Nutrients can be
added, as well.

The W.A.N.E. units provide portals to a
tree’s root system. The avenue opened
for entry of oxygen and release of carbon
dioxide is fundamental to the tree’s sur-
vival. The water and nutrients transmit-
ted through the units provide additional
benefit.

In downtown Clearwater off South Fort
Harrison, a grand oak tree sits in the
middle of a parking lot ousdie the
Pinellas County Utilities building. Even
with the W.A.N.E. system, this tree lives
in a very harsh environment. Yet, it’s
live crown ratio remains good—although
its roots have buried under pavement for
almost 30 years. Clearwater’s City
Forester at the time, Chris Coles, was an
early advocate of the W.A.N.E. units,
and the city began installing them to
service the root systems of its valuable,
historic trees.

Without a system to aerate it, that grand
oak tree would have died. Similar live
oaks two blocks away were paved over
and given no aeration. Respiration
diminished and toxins accumulated. The
oaks exhausted their stored-up energy,
roots died back, portions of the trees died
back, and photosynthesis diminished, fur-
ther decreasing respiration. The bleak
cycle of decline played out for years. For
each tree, it was a slow death.

Within blocks of each other, all these live
oaks had the same potential to live. But,
one got an aeration system and the others
did not. That is the difference.

Unlike its more costly alternatives, the
W.A.N.E. Tree System continues to func-
tion for decades. Its more costly alterna-
tives cause tree roots to mass at the sur-
face. Turfblock and tree grates present
trip hazards. Sediment accretes in porous
pavements with time and they become
impervious—no longer providing medi-
ums for exchange of oxygen and carbon
dioxide at the soil’s surface.

Urban sprawl is something we’re living
with now. Within the urban areas, green
spaces are shrinking. To offset the lack
of green space available for healthy tree
roots, effective aeration has become
essential to the preservation of urban
trees.

For further information, please contact
Wayne Smith - (813) 961-1060.

TREE PRESERVATION REQUIRES LONG-TERM AERATION
Submitted by: Wayne Smith, ISA Certified Arborist

Abstract. Branch diameter relative to the
trunk diameter (aspect ratio) affected the
amount and penetration of discolored and
decayed wood that developed in the
trunk after branch removal in seedling-
propagated red maple (Acer rubrum L).
More discoloration resulted from remov-
ing codominant stems than removing
branches that were small compared to
trunk diameter 4 months, 2 years and 4
years after branch removal. Removed
limbs that originated from a lateral bud
resulted in the same discoloration and
decay as suppressed limbs that were once

the leader. This provides indirect evi-
dence that a codominant stem suppressed
by pruning techniques designed to slow
their growth rate can result in a branch
protection zone at the union with the non-
pruned stem. There was no relationship
between presence of a bark inclusion and
decay four years after making pruning
cuts.

Abstract is from a paper published in the
March 2006 issue of Arboriculture and
Urban Forestry.

BRANCH UNION MORPHOLOGY AFFECTS DECAY FOLLOWING PRUNING
Dr. Edward F. Gilman and Jason C. Grabosky

“For trees to live, their roots must
breathe. They must take in oxygen
and expel carbon dioxide.”



In 1971, C. Ray Jeffery wrote a book titled, “Crime Prevention
through Environmental Design,” followed by a book by Oscar
Newman, “Defensible Space-Crime Prevention through Urban
Design,” in 1972. These books began a new approach to planning
communities with emphasis on preventing crime, rather than
responding to it. The theory that changing the physical environment
of an urban space may change the frequency of crime in that area
received little attention until the 1980s. A popular article in the
March 1982 edition of the magazine, Atlantic Monthly, by George
Keeling and James Q. Wilson, entitled “Broken Windows,” explored
the concept that a well-maintained area may be a deterrent to crime.

Using trees in urban landscaping is an integral part of this process.
A well-landscaped property may prevent crime in several ways:

1. An attractively landscaped space gives the appearance that
“someone cares.” It tells the criminal that this area is a place
where people are active and are “watching.” Criminals look for
areas where they can conduct crimes without being seen.

2. Well-landscape areas will be areas that are used by people. Trees
attract activity.

3. Trees help create a “sense of place.” They help define a space.
People tend to take ownership of a beautiful place. Studies have
shown that abandoned property or property that appears to be
abandoned attracts crime.

4. Proper placement of trees and landscaping can enhance crime
prevention techniques by providing attractive outdoor spaces.
Landscaping can block or channel unwanted noise and mask
unpleasant odors.

5. Trees planted along roadways have been shown to slow traffic,
as well as do trees planted in other traffic calming devices such
as roundabouts and street medians.

Today, the International Crime Prevention through Environmental
Design Association offers training and certification in the policies
and practice of crime prevention through environmental design.
More information may be found at www.cpted.net.

USING TREES TO HELP PREVENT CRIME
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NEWSLETTER
ADVERTISING RATES

Annual rates are as follows:
• • •

Business-card size advertisement..........$55
Quarter page advertisement ................$95
Half-page advertisement....................$175
Full page advertisement ....................$350

• • •
To place an advertisement in The Council
Quarterly, please contact Sandy Temple, FUFC
Executive Director (407-872-1738).
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Contact the following Nelson 
representative(s) to discuss your 
Vegetation Management needs

• Vegetation management 
professionals since 1919

• Safety Programs designed 
to enhance productivity and 
protect our employees, 
customers and the public

• Industry leader in fi eld 
and offi ce technologies

• The “right” equipment to fi t
the job and the maintenance 
program to keep it running

• Nelson... A cut above the competition

Fred Dotson at

1-800-943-0065

Experience the Nelson 
standard of performance

Contact the following Nelson 
representative to discuss your 
Vegetation Management needs

• Vegetation management 
professionals since 1919

• Safety Programs designed 
to enhance productivity and 
protect our employees, 
customers and the public

• Industry leader in fi eld 
and offi ce technologies

• The “right” equipment to fi t
the job and the maintenance 
program to keep it running

• Nelson... A cut above the competition

Bob Turner, Jr. at

1-908-305-7099

Experience the Nelson 
standard of performance
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St. Petersburg, Fla. (May 10, 2007) –
Today at the St. Petersburg City Council
Meeting, St. Petersburg was designated
as the first--and only--city in the state to
become a “Green City” by the Florida
Green Building Coalition (FGBC).

The FGBC developed a standard of crite-
ria to evaluate local governments’ per-
formance in implementing green pro-
grams that benefit the environment in the
areas of energy, water, air, land, and
waste. St. Petersburg submitted a several-
hundred-page application to the FGBC in
November 2006. It was evaluated using a
point system, upon which the designation
was made.

St. Petersburg has many environmental
initiatives, some of which include: use of
biodiesel fuel and hybrid vehicles in its
fleet; one of the country’s largest
reclaimed water systems; recycling pro-
gram and a successful yard waste-
to–mulch program; preservation of envi-
ronmentally-sensitive land and habitat
restorations; an extensive parks system;
more than 50 miles of bicycle trails;
water conservation education; programs

to protect surface waters--such as the
recent restoration of Lake Maggiore; tree
planting programs; environmental educa-
tion at such places as the Green Thumb
Festival, Boyd Hill Nature Preserve,
Sunken Gardens and Weedon Island; and
more.

Ken Shapiro, a St. Petersburg resident
and board member of the Florida Green
Building Coalition, presented the award
to Mayor Rick Baker and City Council.
He said, “St. Petersburg has emerged as
a leader in the state in developing sound
programs to ensure the sustainability of
its community in the near and long-term
future. Especially considering St.
Petersburg’s location in the state’s most
densely populated county, the strides the
city continues to make in enhancing the
environment are admirable and a great
example for other cities in the state to
follow.”

In accepting the award, Mayor Rick
Baker thanked the FGBC for its leader-
ship in raising the awareness of local
governments to environmental concerns.
Mayor Baker was asked by former

Governor Jeb Bush to chair the state’s
Century Commission, which submitted a
report that outlines measures to be taken
by the state to create a sustainable Florida
for the next fifty years.

“I am extremely proud of the measures
that the city of St. Petersburg has put in
place, but our job will never be done to
protect our environment for the future,”
said Mayor Rick Baker. “In addition to
the work of local government, our citi-
zens, business community and visitors
must all do their part to safeguard our
green city, today and into tomorrow.”

An early proponent of environmental pro-
grams, Council Member James Bennett
said, “In 2005, we launched the Green
City initiative to build on the environ-
mental initiatives already in place in the
city. Receiving the Green City designa-
tion is a proud moment for St. Petersburg
as it shows that we are consistently on
the forefront of providing an outstanding
quality of life for our citizens and visi-
tors.”

ST. PETERSBURG BECOMES FIRST AND ONLY “GREEN CITY” IN FLORIDA
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SUPPORTING
EARTH ADVISORS, INC.

Noemi Brumet
Justin Freedman
Darlene Harris
John Harris
John LePage

FLORIDA TREE
SOURCE

Jeff Blackwell
Gil Gott
Didier Jupilat
Sean Phelps
Steve Smith

GENTILE, HOLLOWAY,
O’MAHONEY &
ASSOCIATES

George Gentile
Troy Holloway
Jason Litterick
Emily O’Mahoney
Dan Siemsen

LANDSCAPE SERVICE
PROFESSIONALS, INC.

Tom Benton
Karmen Burn
Ben Tucker
Sandra Wilson-Benton

MARSHALL TREE
FARM

John Gallagher
Bonnie Hall
James Marshall, Jr.
James Marshall, Sr.
Michael Marshall

MIGNANO TREE CARE
Carol Aubrey
Brian Galaini
Robert Masterson
Luis Mendez
Joseph Mignano

NATURAL RESOURCE
PLANNING SERVICES,
INC.

Gerry Evans
David Fox
John Holzaepfel
Eric Hoyer
Bruce Lucas

STEWART’S TREE
SERVICE, INC.

James Stewart, Jr.
Jimmy Stewart
Randall Stewart
Russell Stewart
Stacey Stewart

STILES LANDSCAPE
COMPANY

John Cannon
Kenny Knight
Craig Offutt
Kris Stultz
Don Winsett

THE TREE LADY
COMPANY

Stuart Bingham
Bruce Paulson
Kayla Paulson
Kimberly Paulson
Larry Willis

TRAIL RIDGE
NURSERY

Robert Byrnes
Timothy Ganley

�

GOVERNMENTAL AND
NON-PROFIT
BONITA BAY COM-
MUNITY ASSOCIA-
TION

Jose Corona
William Lynn
Jim Myers
Israel Quesada
Angel Tiburcio

BROWARD COUNTY
EPD – BIOLOGICAL
RESOURCES
DIVISION

Peter Burke
Kris Llewellyn
Sean McSweeney
Dave Morin
Mark Williams

CITY OF ALTAMONTE
SPRINGS

Andy Capuano
Mike Insley
Bob Miller
Jenny Runde
Bob Urice

CITY OF ALTAMONTE
SPRINGS

Cindy Falk
Frank Higgins
Bill McCombs
Steve McCourt
Chris Spiegel

CITY OF CAPE
CANAVERAL

Bennett Boucher
Tim Davis
Ed Gardulski
Kay McKee
Rocky Randels

CITY OF
CASSELBERRY

Saul Betancourt
David Pell
James Peterson
Steve Spencer
Tom Wood

CITY OF EUSTIS
John Futch

CITY OF FORT
LAUDERDALE

Mark Almy
Cliff Bush
Gene Dempsey
Jim Romeo
Tim Southby

CITY OF FORT MYERS
Lindsey Frederick
Charles Johnson
Jose Parrilla
J. B. Schuetz

CITY OF GAINESVILLE
Stanley Harrell
Earline Luhrman
Emmett Moon
Meg Niederhofer
Herb Poole

CITY OF GREENACRES
Carlos Cedeno
Wade Neilson
Michael Shuey

CITY OF KEYSTONE
HEIGHTS

Tony Brown
Lyndel Hale
Bruce Harvin
Mary Lou Hildreth
Don Johnson

CITY OF LAKE WORTH
TREE BOARD

Joann Golden
Lynn Neff
Martha Nungesser
Gael Silverblatt
Vicki Skinner

CITY OF LEESBURG
Archie Cooper
Bruce Ericson
Jennifer Magavero
Randy Mort

CITY OF LONGWOOD
Debra Renfro

CITY OF MAITLAND
Brian Dierks

CITY OF MARCO
ISLAND

Jim Hodgdon
Sandi Johnson
Sydney Mellinger
Barbara Murphy
Dana Souza

CITY OF MIAMI BEACH
Chris Latt

CITY OF MIAMI
GARDENS

Tsahai Codner
Carl Irvin
Mariana Pitiriciu
Tom Ruiz

CITY OF NAPLES
Joseph Boscaglia
Chet Ewell
Terry Fedelem
David Lykins
Janet McCracken

CITY OF ORLANDO –
PARKS DIVISION

Brian Eichner
Ken Gardner
Alvin Gilreath
Gregg Mallory
John Perrone
James Potts
Janice Rahill
Denise Riccio
Denny Scott
Rondale Silcott

CITY OF ORMOND
BEACH

John Bouck
Jorge Garcia
Chris Mason
Joanne Naumann
Don Stahurski

CITY OF PALM COAST
Patrick Arena
John Beaudet
Carol Keiper-Bennett
David Mattocks

CITY OF PINELLAS
PARK

Cara Reed
Susan Walker

CITY OF POMPANO
BEACH

Wade Collum
Mark Leaf
Robert McCaughan
Todd Michael
Kimberly Pearson

CITY OF SARASOTA
David Daberkoe
Todd Kucharski
Ken Ohm
Michele Russo
Steven Tanaka

CITY OF SOUTH
MIAMI

City Commission
Maria Menendez

CITY OF SOUTH
PASADENA

Tony De Mars
Natalie Leggette
Scotty Ruffner
Xaveir Velez

CITY OF
TALLAHASSEE

Sam Geiger
Jim Martin
Matt Martin
Cris Revell
Wade Stoutamire

CITY OF TAMPA –
MAYOR’S
BEAUTIFICATION
PROGRAM

Debbie Evenson
Andy Lutton
Ronnie Oliver
Heather Robinson
Jennifer Sterling

CITY OF TARPON
SPRINGS

Jeanne Evans
Scott Witt

CITY OF TAVARES
Debby Blais
Darrell Brooker
Beth Deminck
Perry Ragin
Tamera Rogers

CITY OF WEST
PALM BEACH

Gary Gray
Willie Mason
Laban Reeves
Jessie Rushing
Samuel Turner

CITY OF WINTER
PARK

Craig Duncan
John Holland
Doug Lafortune
Jon Lupo
Lee Mackin

CITY OF WINTER
SPRINGS

John Baker
Michael Mingea
Danny Richart
Steve Richart
Pete Wiggins

COLLIER COUNTY
CDES

John DiMartino
Bruce McNall
Susan Ofarrell
Mike Sawyer
Bob Wright

FLORIDA CHAPTER
ASLA

Bill Butler, ASLA
Mack Cope, ASLA
Ruth Hamberg, ASLA
Chris Lathrop, ASLA

THANK YOU NEW AND RENEWING FUFC MEMBERS!
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THRU JULY 2007
LEE COUNTY DOT

Racquel Benedict
Pat Moore
Andy Sanchez
Ray Thomas
Mike Williams

ORANGE COUNTY
PARKS AND
RECREATION

Phillip Muscato
Jon Spitale

PALM BEACH COUN-
TY PARKS AND
RECREATION

Gregory Atkinson
Edwin Barrow
Sue Congelosi
Terie Gempel
Laurie Schobelock

SEMINOLE COUNTY
PUBLIC WORKS

Jim Beach
Eddie Davis
Roy Detwiler
Mike Nabicht
Jeff Thurman

SUMTER COUNTY
EXTENSION
SERVICE

Joan Bradshaw
Brooke Burn
Jim Davis
Gary England
Susan Kelly

TOWN OF
BELLEAIR

James Grady
James Groves
Doug Prikryl
David Rayl
Robin “Chip”

Zimmerman

TOWN OF LAKE
CLARKE SHORES

Joann Hatton

TOWN OF LAKE
PARK

Steve Haughn
Joseph Kroll
Antony Napier
Verdree Patterson
Victor Vigil

TOWN OF
LANTANA

Mike Bornstein
Tony Chapman
Larry McCollum
Frank Patterson

TOWN OF
WINDERMERE

Cecilia Bernier
Janet Maland

UNIVERISTY OF
FLORIDA – SCHOOL
OF FOREST R & C

Annie Hermansen
Alan Long
Tim White
Wayne Zipperer

�

PROFESSIONAL
Tommy Aiello
Michael Andreu
Jan Beljan
Anne Benolkin
Julio Berrones
Kit Bock
Jimette Cook
Cathy D’Angelo
Robert DeBrock
Ron Faberman
Wayne Grubbs
Brian Hopper
Charles Livio
Jon MacGillis
Shawn Nichols
Dennis Reynolds
Debbie Ross
Scott Shultz
Deborah Strelkow
Shirley Trier
Paul Verlander
Michael Zimmerman

�

TREE ADVOCATE
Carl Carlisle
Liliana Dones
Kim Heiss
William Laing
Beryl Larson
John Parks
Neta Villalobos-Bell

�

STUDENT
Yoania Masson

�

HONORARY
Mike Conner
Anna Dooley
Norm Easey
Ed Gilman
Steve Graham
Michael Greenstein
Julie Iooss
Howard Jeffries
Andy Kittsley
Bill Reese
Mike Robinson
Jeffrey Siegel
John Tamsberg

�

On May 1, 2007, the new national call before you dig 811
number was “connected.” Created to eliminate the confusion
of multiple “Call Before You Dig” numbers across the coun-
try and to be an easy-to-remember resource, 811 will make it
easier for Americans to call before attempting any digging
project, whether it be something small like planting a tree or
installing a mailbox or a larger project like building an addi-
tion or deck. This quick and efficient one call service notifies
the appropriate local utilities, which then send locators or
locate technicians to the requested site to mark the approxi-
mate location of underground lines. This is
to encourage contrac-
tors, as well as home-
owner DIY’s, to call
before they dig.
More information
can be found at:

http://www.call811.com.

NEW NATIONAL CALL BEFORE YOU
DIG NUMBER 811
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WHAT TO DO IF YOU FIND A BABY BIRD
Paid advertisement submitted by Jeff Farley, Professional Tree Care, Inc.

What should you do if you find a baby
bird on the ground? First, survey the
area for any domestic animals that might
pose a threat and remove them from the
area. Second, patiently observe the
young bird to decide if it actually needs
your help before you intervene.

Young songbirds should
be returned to the nest.
There is no need to worry
about leaving your scent
on the baby. Birds in
general have a poor sense
of smell and the parents
will not reject their off-
spring simply because it
was handled by humans.

If you cannot locate the nest, or if it has
been destroyed, it is easy to create a sub-
stitute. Use a small box, basket or hang-
ing planter and cushion the bottom with
natural nestling materials like pine nee-
dles, grasses or moss. Securely position
the substitute nest well above the ground
and in the shade of the same tree, or
close to where the baby was found.
Place the baby in the nest and watch to
make sure the parents return.

Assume that the baby has been aban-
doned only after 4 to 6 hours have passed
with no sign of an adult. If an adult does
not return, you can ensure the greatest
chance of survival by getting the baby to
a licensed wildlife rehabilitator as soon
as possible.

If the tree is to be pruned or taken down,
do wildlife survey before you start the
saw. Listen for peeps and squawks.
Survey the tree for nests. Watch for birds
in the area. Cavity dwellers like squir-
rels, owls, woodpeckers, etc., can be very
good at camouflaging their entrance

holes, especially previous
pruning cuts that have hol-
lowed out and not healed
over. Inspect before you
saw!

Put a towel over the entire
animal. Pick up the entire
towel and place the animal
in a dark box with air
holes with soft materials

for it to grip. Have as little contact with
the animal as possible.

Do not feed or give liquids to the bird
unless you know what you are doing. A
bird’s glottis (which leads to its wind-
pipe) is at the base of its tongue, and it’s
easy to interfere with the function of the
glottis and drown the bird.

Keep the animal warm. Even on hot
days, air conditioning can send them into
life-threatening shock. In stressful situa-
tions, their temperature quickly plum-
mets.

Orphaned birds of prey—eagles, hawks,
falcons, owls, kites, and vultures—need
specialized care. If you find a young
raptor, call the Center for Birds of Prey at
407-644-0190 for instructions.

The Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission can refer you to the closest
rehabilitator, or in the Orlando vicinity,
call the Florida Audubon Society.

Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission:
Northwest Region ......................850-265-3676
Northeast Region........................352-732-1225
North Central Region ..................386-758-0525
South Region..............................561-625-5122
Southwest Region ......................863-648-7200

Florida Audubon Society:
Songbirds ..................................407-539-5700
Birds of Prey .............................407-644-0190

Professional Tree Care, Inc. - Jeff Farley

“Birds in general have a
poor sense of smell and
the parents will not reject
their offspring simply
because it was handled by
humans.”

Over 75% of young animals that are “rescued” by well-meaning people do not need
help. Often times the parents are close by watching your every move, anxiously
waiting for you to leave so they can return to their young.
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Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise (FTE)
saved over 100, 25-foot-high Bald
Cypress as part of a multi-million dollar
road widening project in Broward
County, milepost 59. The trees were orig-
inally planted along the southbound lanes
of the FTE, between the pedestrian over-
pass and the Sunrise Boulevard inter-
change. Instead of cutting down and
paving over the trees, the FTE committed
over $100,000 dollars to have the trees
transplanted. Fifty trees where moved to
another section of the Turnpike’s right-of-
way near I-595. The other fifty trees
where relocated to Broward County’s
Quiet Waters Park. Quiet Waters Park lost
a large portion of its canopy due to the
damage caused by Hurricane Wilma. An

additional fifty Live Oaks and fifty
Gumbo Limbos where donated from FTE
right-of-way to the Quiet Waters Park
with Broward County providing funds
and material for the transplanting. By the
end of the project, 200 trees were relo-
cated and continue to add value to the
customers using Florida’s Turnpike
Enterprise and the citizens of Broward
County.

FLORIDA’S TURNPIKE ENTERPRISE VALUES TREES
Submitted by: Guy Murtonen, Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise



The City of Palm Coast Engineering &
Stormwater Department requested the
removal of two 100-year-old live oaks,
Quercus virginiana trees located over a
storm drain pipe. The metal pipe was
scheduled for replacement for a more
long lasting and durable plastic pipe. The
assumption was that the tree roots had
grown into the pipe blocking the flow of
stormwater into the catch basin.

I visited the site to assess the health of
the trees and give them approval to
remove. Upon inspection, both trees were
38” in diameter and in excellent health.
As the city arborist, I knew we could
work together to keep two of Palm
Coast’s most precious assets. The deci-
sion was made to air spade, hand dig and
backhoe together to remove the first 24
inches of soil. The idea was to expose the
roots so we could see their location while
not injuring them using traditional meth-
ods. We were able to mark the roots with
paint to show the backhoe operator and
myself in the trench, which roots to stay
away from and which roots could be sev-
ered. Fortunately, there were only two
anchor roots that required cutting and
some smaller feeder roots. The real cul-
prit clogging the pipe was sediment. After
exposing the problem, we then pulled the
old metal pipe out from under the trees.
Once the old pipe was out, we then wig-
gled the new plastic pipe under the
exposed roots.

This process took some time, but it was
well worth the results. The replacement
of the pipe took two days. The whole
project from start to finish took two
weeks to complete. The city’s Public
Works Department watered the trees
every day for two months and every
other day for two months after comple-
tion to ensure the trees survival. In the

following months, I made weekly site
visits to monitor and chart their progress.

I am happy to report the trees are doing
just fine and look as beautiful today as
they did before the project took place.
The total monies spent on this project by
the City of Palm Coast was $14,623, and
the city’s precious assets remain intact for
future generations. It is very rewarding to
collaborate with other city departments
and contractors and to save trees and
have them say, “I will never look at
another tree the same way again you real-
ly opened my eyes.”

CROMPTON COURT TREE PRESERVATION - CITY OF PALM COAST
Submitted by Carol Bennett, City of Palm Coast Urban Forester

“City of Palm Coast Urban Forester Carol Bennett, Public Works Official, and
Consultant Chuck Lippi”
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The Florida Urban Forestry Council has,
once again, had an opportunity to be a
very special part of the educational “Trail
of Trees” program presented by Tim
Womick’s Tree Family. Tree Family is a
non-profit, education effort targeting pub-
lic lands like parks and schools with proj-
ects and programs that address an array
of issues to a diversity of people, with
emphasis on the value of the “trees where
you live.” From stirring school children
to a tentative awareness about trees to
encouraging advanced instruction of tree
care workers, all who participate in Tree
Family learn to care for the forest where
they live. They learn that a healthy forest
is not only good for personal health and
the environment, but it’s good citizen-
ship, enhancing individual and neighbor-
hood character as well.

The focus this year was to educate chil-
dren about Florida Arbor Day and the
importance of trees in our community.
Trail of Trees gave FUFC an opportunity
to spread the benefits and beauty of trees
to 22 venues from North to Central
Florida.

Tim Womick has performed before a mil-
lion faces. While his audience was being
entertained via jokes, props and song,
they were exposed a bit more deeply to
the natural world around them. Like the
19th century Johnny Appleseed who pio-
neered Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Northern
Indiana planting his famous seeds and
speaking most poetically about apple
trees, since 1990, Tim has traveled much
further and wider, sharing his own brand
of tree imagery. His fast-paced and
highly animated program is “performance
art” that includes students on stage
becoming part of the act, perhaps in song,
acting like a tree swaying in the wind, or
simply becoming an incredibly funny
stand-up comic. Those who suddenly
find themselves beside Tim and in front
of everyone generally blossom (or contin-
ue to bloom) in their own right. Student
participation is what it’s all about. The
following photos show just how.

During the journey, the kids heard biolo-
gy basics explained, gained a knowledge
of trees, and learned the value of trees
and why we should plant more trees.
They were also encouraged to learn to
care for the trees where they live.
Audiences were exposed to scientific
concepts about earth materials, trees,
water, air, all an integral part of the pub-
lic education system, all-important infor-
mation in elementary school days and

beyond. Tim’s program jump-started
students’ imagination about the world
around them, making school and learning
more relevant to them.

Lessons were taught with props as
diverse as a large African drum, an aba-
cus, a rayon dress, and a squirt bottle. A
bird's nest would land atop someone's
head while another was sporting dark
sunglasses and singing like Elvis! Young
and old in attendance laughed while they
learned. The school children were chal-
lenged to think about the trees where
they live, while bringing attention to the
importance of Florida Arbor Day. They
were prompted to keep a journal focus-
ing on a certain tree, or speak to others
about what they think of trees, opening
doors to understanding about our fragile
environmental footing and the vital role
trees play in sustaining that footing.

Presentations were scheduled over a two
week period leading up to Florida Arbor
Day, January 19, 2007. The “Trail”
began in Gainesville on January 8, con-
tinuing through Jacksonville and Palatka,
making its final trail to Central Florida.
Over 6,000 children and adults partici-

pated in the program throughout its jour-
ney. Central Florida area schools con-
cluded their program with tree plating
ceremonies as a way to put permanent
roots into the school grounds.

In addition, local municipalities held spe-
cial events to celebrate Arbor Day with
Tree Family as part of the festivities. At
Clear Lake Park in downtown Orlando, a
special ‘Seedlings for Civil Rights’ cele-
bration took place on January 15. The
event brought over one hundred folks
together in honor of both Martin Luther
King Jr. and Arbor Day, where after a day
of planting trees in the park, each partici-
pant took home a seedling of their very
own. Thanks to the generosity of the
Division of Forestry - Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services hurri-
cane grant, a variety of trees from Purple
Tabebuia, Magnolias and Live Oaks were
planted by volunteers to replace trees lost
during the 2004 hurricane season. The
Mayor of Orlando joined Tree Family,
park neighbors and local volunteers in
groundbreaking ceremonies. In
Windermere, a festive tree celebration
brought hundreds of local residents
together on January 20 to celebrate trees
in a special way. There was live enter-
tainment where Tim Womick was at cen-
ter stage to bring attention to how trees
make our lives more complete.

A special thanks to our local corporate
sponsors, JEA of Jacksonville and OUC
of Orlando for making this journey travel
to as many children as it did. We are cer-
tain the Tree Family objective of leading
people toward a path to better themselves
and their communities was accomplished.
FUFC looks forward to partnering in the
future with Tree Family and local neigh-
borhoods to support the importance of
trees in our world.

FUFC BRINGS TRAIL OF TREES TO FLORIDA
Submitted by: Janice Rahill, City of Orlando
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“I’ve always wanted to be a Park
Ranger!” is a common response often
given by most people interviewed for a
park ranger position. But when asked
about the duties of such a position, very
few individuals have any idea of all the
responsibilities of a park ranger. In gen-
eral, most folks, children especially, think
park rangers only pick-up trash, enforce
rules and hand out brochures; however,
those are just a few of the many duties
performed by park rangers.

In an effort to educate our youth about
the job of a park ranger and being good
stewards of the environ-
ment, the City of
Altamonte Springs, devel-
oped a Jr. Ranger pro-
gram. The program is
designed for youth 9-12
years of age and is offered
at Lake Lotus Park three
times per year.

Lake Lotus Park is a unique nature park
in the Central Florida area. Owned and
operated by the City of Altamonte
Springs, it comprises approximately 150
acres in the southwest corner of this city
of 40,000 residents. Most nature parks of
this size traditionally are either state or
county facilities due to budgetary require-
ments, but the City of Altamonte Springs’
leaders recognize the importance of pre-
serving and maintaining the natural areas
and urban forest within the City’s bound-
aries and thus have allocated the neces-
sary monies to ensure these types of
lands will be kept as pristine as possible
for current and future generations to cher-
ish and enjoy.

Keeping those ideals in mind, the staff at
Lake Lotus Park created the Jr. Ranger
program, the goal of which is to teach the
community’s youth about Florida’s natu-
ral and cultural resources and the role the
park ranger plays in that endeavor.

Each of the program’s three sessions
meet one day a week for ten consecutive
weeks. To receive a Jr. Ranger certifi-
cate, a badge and goodie bag full of touch
items, a child must attend seven of the
ten classes offered. The classes typically
include topics such as Ecosystems of
Florida, Backyard Wildlife Habitats,
Wetlands & Watersheds, Fishing, and a
Native American presentation just to
name a few.

As anyone who has worked with children
can tell you, if the lesson being taught is
fun, exciting and hands-on, the children

are much more likely to
absorb the knowledge
being offered. Therefore,
when we designed the Jr.
Ranger program, topics
for classes were selected
based upon whether or not
the three criteria for learn-
ing, mentioned above,
were present.

With over 120 acres of forest adjacent to
150 acre Lake Lotus, there is plenty of
space available to develop and imple-
ment some very interesting classes. For
example, the Ecosystems unit includes a
long walk through the park. On this
walk the children are exposed to five dif-
ferent plant and animal communities. In
each of the communities, park rangers
point out and describe soil types, plant
life and animals typically found there, as
well as how one community differs from
another. Throughout the walk, children
are encouraged to use their senses to help
them identify the community they are in.
Whether it is the smell of crushed pine
needles, the sighting of a gopher tortoise,
the call of a barred owl or the feel of
sawgrass against their skin, each of these
types of encounters will make a vivid
impression on these youngster’s minds
for a long time.

Perhaps the most popular unit is the one
on fishing. Maybe because so many of

the kids have never been fishing before!
This unit actually begins several weeks
earlier when we study Ecosytems of
Florida, specifically the aquatic commu-
nity – at which time we discuss the whole
aquatic environment as well as the differ-
ent types of fish found in the lake and
which ones we might catch on our fishing
excursion.

On the day the children actually get to go
fishing, they get so excited you can hard-
ly control them; however, we do try to
get them to notice all of the features of
the aquatic community, not just the fish.
Again, we prompt the kids to use sight,
smell, sound, etc., to experience the
whole aquatic environment. But, it does
not matter what else is happening that
day if a child catches his or her first fish
he or she will always remember that day
and that fish--although the fish gets big-
ger each time the story is told--and where
they caught it.

It is that kind of memory that we hope all
the Jr. Rangers will have when they look
back on our program. Hopefully, our
park rangers instill in these kids the
importance in preserving our natural
lands/forests and managing them properly
so that everyone can enjoy these
resources as they did in the Jr. Ranger
program at Lake Lotus Park.

For more information on this or other
programs, please call (407) 293-8885.

PROGRAMMING IN OUR URBAN FOREST
Submitted by: William McCombs, City of Altamonte Springs, Chief Park Ranger

“...if the lesson being
taught is fun, exciting and
hands-on, the children are
much more likely to
absorb the knowledge
being offered.”



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
(Dues are effective for the calendar year of January 1 - December 31)
Make check or money order payable to FUFC and mail to:

Post Office Box 547993, Orlando, FL 32854-7993
•••••••••••

CATEGORIES (please check one):
� Professional @ $25.00

(Professional membership is open to anyone who is actively working in the profession of Urban Forestry or any related profession.)

� Tree Advocate @ $20.00
(Tree Advocate membership is granted to those volunteers who are members of a tree board, beautification committee or other
Urban Forestry volunteer group.)

� Supporting @ $200.00
(Supporting membership is granted to those individuals, groups or other entities expressing a desire
for a strong supportive role in the Council. Membership will be granted for up to five individuals of an organization or business.)

� Government/Non-Profit Agency @ $100.00
(Government/Non-Profit Agency membership is granted to those individuals, groups or other entities actively working in the
profession of Urban Forestry or any related profession. Membership will be granted for up to five individuals within the agency.)

� Student @ $10.00
(Student membership is granted to anyone who is actively enrolled as a full-time student and who is considering pursuing a
career in Urban Forestry.)

Name____________________________________________________________________________________________
Title_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Firm_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________________________________
City______________________________________________ State ____________________ Zip ___________________
Telephone (_____)_______________ FAX (_____)_______________ E-mail: ___________________________________
Amount Enclosed _______________________________ Date _____________________________________
Would you be interested in further information regarding serving on a Council subcommittee?_______________________
Area of interest:______________________________________________________________________________________

�
Clip & Mail Today!
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Celeste White
President
Appointed Position
Cooperative Extension Service
Orange County Extension Service

Sheryle Dell
1st Vice President/President Elect
Elected Member
Member-at-Large

Earline Luhrman
2nd Vice President
Elected Position
City Arborist
City of Gainesville

Howard Jeffries
Treasurer
Appointed Position
Advisory Member
Retired

Jennifer Magavero
Secretary
Appointed Position
Florida Recreation and Park Association
City of Leesburg

Michael Andreu, Appointed Position
Advisory Member
University of FL/IFAS – Plant City
Campus
•
Ben Bonds, Appointed Position
Florida Nursery, Growers and Landscape
Association
Florida Potting Soils
•
Jimette Cook, Appointed Position
Advisory Member
City of St. Petersburg
•
Drew Cooney, Elected Position
Utility Forester
FPL
•
Jeff Farley, Elected Position
Private Arborist
Professional Tree Care, Inc.
•
Larry Figart, Elected Position
Member-at-Large
Duval County Extension Service
•
John Foltz, Appointed Position
Advisory Member
University of Florida
•
Donald Goulding, Elected Position
Member-at-Large
City of Hollywood
•
Ruth Hamberg, Appointed Position
ASLA / FL Chapter
Ruth Hamberg Landscape Architecture
& Urban Design
•
John Holzaepfel, Appointed Position
Society of American Foresters
Natural Resource Planning Services, Inc.
•

Mike Insley, Appointed Position
Florida Institute of Park Personnel
City of Altamonte Springs
•
Janet Maland, Elected Position
Tree Advocacy
Town of Windermere Tree Board
•
Guy Murtonen, Appointed Position
Florida Department of Transportation
Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise
•
Kimberly Paulson, Appointed Position
Florida Chapter ISA
The Tree Lady Company
•
Janice Rahill, Elected Position
Member-at-Large
City of Orlando
•
Rocky Randels, Appointed Position
Florida League of Cities
City of Cape Canaveral
•
Laura Sanagorski, Appointed Position
Advisory Member
City of Deerfield Beach
•
John Sutton, Appointed Position
Advisory Member
Sutton Consulting Arborist, Inc.
•
Vacancies
Immediate Past President
•
Charlie Marcus
Division of Forestry Liaison
•
Sandy Temple
FUFC Executive Director

2007 FUFC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

OFFICERS:

For more information or change of address, please
contact the FUFC:
Phone: (407) 872-1738 • Fax: (407) 872-6868
E-Mail: Fufc@aol.com • Website: www.fufc.org

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
Address Update:

� Please change my address as noted on the right.
� I receive duplicates. Please delete my name at right.
� Please remove my name from your mailing list.


